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Where is Heard Island & McDonald Islands?

Heard Island is at 53&#176;06'S by 73&#176;30'Ewith the McDonald Islands 43.5 km west of it at

53&#176;03'S by 72&#176;36'E. 1953: Australian control was formalised under the Heard Island

&McDonald Islands Act,1953 (amended 1957 and 1963),designating the islands part of Australian External

Territory;

 

Who manages the Heard & McDonald Islands?

The islands are administered under the Heard and McDonald Islands Act of 1953 and the Environment

Protection and Management Ordinance of 1987 by the Antarctic Division of the national Department of

Tourism,Arts &Environment(formerly the Department of the Arts,Sport,the Environment,Tourism

&Territories,DASETT).

 

Where is Heard Island?

Insulantarctica (7.4.9) Located in the southern Indian Ocean 4,100 km south-west of Australia and 1,700 km

north of Mawson Base, Antarctica. Heard Island is at 53&#176;06'S by 73&#176;30'E with the McDonald

Islands 43.5 km west of it at 53&#176;03'S by 72&#176;36'E.

 

Is Heard Island a subantarctic island?

The fauna of the freshwater pools,lakes,streams and mires found in the coastal areas of Heard Island are

broadly similar to those on other subantarctic islands of the southern Indian Ocean. Many species reported

from Heard Island are found elsewhere.

 

Are there seals on Heard Island?

Weddell seal Leptonychotes weddellii,Ross seal Ommatophoca rossii and crabeater seal Lobodon

carcinophagus are occasionally presenton Heard Island at the extreme northern limit of their ranges; and

subantarctic fur seal A. tropicalis was first recorded on there in 1987/88.

 

How big is Heard Island & McDonald Islands?

The group's overall land area is 372&#160;km 2 (144&#160;sq&#160;mi)and it has 101.9&#160;km

(63&#160;mi) of coastline. Discovered in the mid-19th century,the islands lie on the Kerguelen Plateau in the

Indian Ocean and have been an Australian territory since 1947. Heard Island and McDonald Islands contain

Australia's only two active volcanoes.

Big Ben has erupted several times over the past two decades. McDonald Island lies 43.5 kilometres due west

of Heard Island, and is the major island in the McDonald Islands ...
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